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Gonastruction of Ballway Lines In USSR
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The railway construction program of the present Five Year Plan is being carried

3o

40

out chiefly on the railway lines of the Urals, Siberla, and the Donetz Basin,
where industry is rapidly developing and railway traffie 1s growing heavier.

During the last two and a half years, a considerable amount of construction
work has been done on Soviet railways. €.g.. a second track has been laid on
the Hoscow=Northern Caucasus line (more than 1,300 kms), thereby ensuring

" the transport of Donetz fuel and increasing the transport capacity of the

1line.

The beginning of 1948 wag marked by the opening of a new mounbtain rallway from
Bystrovka tc Bybache in Kirgiziya. which is the nrolongation of the Kand-
Bystrovka 1ine. This new railway bhas linked the center of Xirgiziya with

the rich and fertile arcas on the shores of Lake Issyk-Kul.

Work is in vprogress on the fwo most lmportant sections of the future South-
Siberion main line, viz., Stalinck-Barnaul and Almolinsk=Pavlodar. At present,
tracks are being laid through the Salair Range, vhere a large tunnel is under
construction. Houses for the first railway workers of the future main line
have been bullt at the stations Sorckino. Smaznevo, and others. These workers
are at present servicing the traffic on those parts of this line which have
already been completed.

Restoration work on a large scale is being carried out in 1948 on the rallway
1ines of the Donetz Basin, serlously damaged by the Germans. The development
of the railwsy network inside the Donetz has made 1t possible to increase
eoal transports. The builders have undertaken to bring the Donetz railwayse
to the pre-war level of technical development in 1948.
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6. A line is under construction between Ishimbsyevo(53°27'N, 56°02'E) and
Termolayevka (52°42°F, 550L481E).

7. Conatruction of the Chardzhou (39°05!'H, 63°35'E) - Kungrad (420458, 580201E)
1line in Central Asia was begun this year. Porty-six kms of track have slready
been leld. In the near future the layihg of the track of the new main line
will begin in the sands of Eara-Kuma. The bullders have unndertaken to opsn
traffic on the section Yoetween the 212th kilometer halt and the Darganata
station for the 3lst October Anniversary. The new Chardzhou-Kungrad line
will establish rallway communication with Tashsuz Oblast (Turkmen SSR),
Ehorezm Cblant (Uzbek S5SR), apd Kara-Ealpale ASSR.

Epgt-West Rall Commmications

50X1-HUM

fi. Since the summer of 1946, the railway line Crodno-Leningrad has been under
construction. There ls one Dussian geuge track ond one normal gauge. 50X1-HUM

9. The line Vilpa-Minsk wes remade in 1945, alse with one track for each gamge.

%0. Similarly there are tracks for $wo gauges on the Przemysi-Iwvov line, bui it
42 not known how mach further esat this continuves.

Ll. Chorzov-Frzemysl waz at one time constructed for both gauges, but now is
only standard gavge.

i2. A provisional solution to the difficulty presented by bridges ia that trailns
4o not pass on bridges, and thers are only three rails for both gavges, not
four ag on %the rest of the line. .

Murmapsk to Frest-Litovsk Line
50X1-HUM

13, %here 1s no Burcopean gauge track on the line betveen Murmansk and Brest-
Lisevsl. .

1%, The Germsn electric locomotives which have been concentrated near Breot-
Iitovak for some considerable time are destined for the eclectrified railwsye
in the Magnitogorsk area. The tracks in this ares have not been converied
%o Europesn gauge, but arse all Bugsian gavge.

15. The German locomotives are mostly either "Stangenantriebs-iLokomotiven® or
fLingelachaantrieblokometiven® (single-zxle drive locomotive). In consule
tation with German locomotive firms and after through investigation, the
Soviets established the possibility of converting the locomotivez %o Bussian
govge. A pamber have slready besn converted sucecessfully and have besn driven
9ff %o the Mognitogorsk area. Work on the rest is in progrees; the locomotives
are thon sent to the USSR vhen the conversion has taken place.

Rallway Junctions
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16. %he current Five Year Plan has elready converted soms of the formerly obscure
#idinge and helts into large freight stations and ralluay Junctions serving
importiant industrial enterprises:

@, ZFormerly only one %rain stopped at the Rustavi slding on the Trang-
Comcagien rallway, but since the erection of the Tranc=-Cancasisn
Metallurgical Works this siding has been enlarged and equipped with
additional tracke, an automatic blocking system, and powerful electric
locomotives. '
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b. The small reilwey station Stepyanka (sic) of the Western Rallwey in
Pelorugsia 1s being transformed into a large rallwey Jonection. Few
indugtrial enterprices (motor car, bleycle, and netal construction
worke) are now being built round this sistion.
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¢, Work montinues on the restoration of the following rallway Junetions:

Kupyeansk

Erasnyliman

Debaltsevo

Tasinovataye (Yazinovovtoroye?)

Likheaye
Repair Shopg

50X1-HUM

i7.

18'

19.

20

The following relilwey cer and locomotive repalr works have been reatored:

Poltava
Ieyum
Stanislavey
Bestov
Eharkov
Otrozhek
Roglavl

Electzrification

a. Bleotrification has been completed on the line Rioni~Thvibuli in
Trongoancasia,

h. Work contirmes on the electvification of the following sectora:

Hasbzhdinek ~ Bogoslovek (Sverdlovek Rallway )y
Hikopol - Delgintsevo (Erivoi-Rog Dietrict)

The elecirification of the Tomslk railway is proceeding very slowly becouse
of the exireme severity of the working conditions. There 1s no proper
housing or foediang for the workers, and equipment is lnsdequate. Bricks
and lime, for instance, are unloaded without gloves.

Degertions among laborers is considerable. It ig offlicially ednitbed that
750 persons “voluntarily 1left" the Sibatroipmnt Trusit in the five months preceding
Aveost 1948,

Bellway Line in Rige Suburbe

On the coastel rallway, which connects Malori, Dzintari and Bulduri stations
with Biga, the second track bas been opened to traffic. As yet., the maxlmum

gpeed of trains runnirg on fthiz track is 17 km. per Traffic e very
jrregular and does not copform to the time-table. Comment: This

report probably refers o the locel $raln or tram, & part of the Biga- 50X1-HUM

Venspils {Windsu) line which serves the Eiga summer bathing reseris,
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. Considersble attention is boing devoted by the suthorities to the inpstallatlon
2 of redio-telegraph commnications on the rallways. Until quite recently, the
reddo=tranemission network was comprised of culy 1,160 points. At present,
there are 2,700 points in operation. The installation of redio equipmens in
tho Donetz district is more complete than that of the Stalingrad, Moscos =
Ryazan, Moscow = Donbag, and Pern railweys.
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